MACHIAVELLIANISM

with the existing laws, although he has the right to legislate, that is
to say, continually to improve the existing legal regime.

But in his relations with other States neither law nor right exists,
except the right of the strongest. These relations place in the hands
of the prince responsible to Fate the divine right of the Majesty of
Destiny and of the Government of the world, and exalt him above
the precepts of individual morality into a superior moral order of which
the material content is summarised in these words: Salus et decus
populi suprema lex esto.

JOHANN GOTTLIEB FIGHTE.*

IN the event of a war with France, it would undoubtedly be important
to Prussia's preservation that Northern Germany should be subject to a
single power. Then the war would be waged with much greater energy,
for unity of government confers more force on the measures taken.

In this case, it would obviously be necessary to dispossess the petty
princes of their sovereignty. But the crime would be no great one.
for, to begin with, supreme power is not a possession, properly speak-
ing, it being granted that the people are not things which belong to
any person as his own.

DIETRICH VON Buiow.2   Bibl. VI, 10

IF you ask me what I am, I will tell you: neither Liberal, nor Con-
servative, but Prussian, that is, German; German, that is, Prussian . . .
PROF. J. H. DROYSEN.3    Bibl. VIII, B. 19, Vol. -z (quoted
Bibl. VIII, B. 58, p. 123).

I SEEK Prussian honour in this, that Prussia, above all, had departed
from any tasteful connection with democracy.

BisMARCK,4 from a speech in the Prussian
Landtag, 1850.

1 Johann Gottlieb Fichte (1762-1814), philosopher; Professor and first Rector
of Berlin University.    Besides his advocacy of an idealistic philosophy partly
derived from Kant, he also preached a State system in which the individual should
be fully subordinated to the service of the State.

2 von Biilow, Dietrich (1757-1807), Prussian soldier and military writer.    He
is often considered as "father of modern tactics",    v. Billow edited, inter alia,
Annalen des Krieges (1806), in collaboration with G. H. von Behrenhorst.

3  Johann  Gustav Droysen  (1808-84),  Politician and Historian}  Professor at
Berlin University; took part in the German national movement in Schleswig-
Holstein.

4  Otto, Prince von Bismarck (1815-98), Prussian and Reich Statesman; the 'Iron
Chancellor', at head of Reich Government during years of creation of 'unified
Reich*, and primarily responsible for the achievement of that union; also respon-
sible for the wars against Denmark (1864), Austria (1866) and France (1870-1) ;
First Imperial Chancellor of Germany, 1871; Presided at Congress of Berlin 1878.
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